TRANSCRIPTION - ORIGINAL FOLLOWS 



1. S - ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. REFTEL HAS JUST COME TO MY ATTENTION AT A LATE HOUR THIS 
EVENING. 

3. EARLIER THIS EVENING I WAS TOLD THAT THE WASHINGTON POST 
EDITION FOR TOMORROW, FEBRUARY 22, WOULD CARRY A SPECULATIVE 
STORY INDICATING THAT UNITED STATES BILATERAL AID LEVELS FOR 
AFGHANISTAN WOULD BE REDUCED IN LIGHT OF THE OVERALL 
DETERIORATION OF U.S/AFGHAN RELATIONS. HOWEVER I AM 
INFORMED THAT THE STORY WILL INDICATE THAT 
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UNITED STATES INTENDS TO MAINTAIN A BILATERAL AID PROGRAM 
FOR BASIC HUMAN NEEDS AND THAT SUCH A PROGRAM IS DESIGNED TO 
KEEP OPEN THE AVENUES OF COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE UNITED 
STATES AND AFGHANISTAN. 

4. IF THAT STORY APPEARS TOMORROW THE DEPARTMENT WILL 
PROBABLY FIND IT NECESSARY TO COMMENT AT THE NOON BRIEFING. 
WE WILL ATTEMPT TO PUT THE ANTICIPATED REDUCTION OF AID 
LEVELS IN A BROAD CONTEXT AND NOT LINK IT SOLELY TO THE 
ASSASSINATION OF AMBASSADOR DUBS. 

5. IN ANY EVENT I WANTED YOU TO HAVE SOME ADVANCE NOTICE OF 
WHAT I APPREHEND WILL BE A STORY SPECULATING ON A REDUCTION 
IN OUR AID LEVELS AND A GENERAL DETERIORATION IN OUR 
RELATIONSHIPS BASED UPON RECENT EVENTS. THE REDUCTIONS 
BEING CONSIDERED ARE PROBABLY THE MINIMUM NECESSARY UNDER 
THE CIRCUMSTANCES. 

6. I LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU NEXT WEEK IN NEW DELHI 
CHRISTOPHER 
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